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The Big Picture 
 Phase 1: Secure materials for collection, determine 

goals of maintaining the archive  
 Status: Completed before 2015 

 

 Phase 2: Inventory, digitize, and organize the collection, 
begin looking into donation site 
 Status: In progress 

 

 Phase 3: Arrange agreement with donation site to house 
and promote the materials, finalize the collection to the 
site’s specifications  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Phase 1: Find everything, and decide how to go about archiving and preserving itPhase 2: Scan, type, proofread, catalog and inventory. Find institution to accept collectionPhase 3: Put final touches on organization and preparation of the collection for donation





What have we accomplished this 
year? 
 Continued preparation of PB’s primary literary 

material: The Idea Series 
 Prep work, proofreading, and metadata 

 Cataloging PB’s personal documents 
 Photographs 
 Correspondences 
 Biographical information 

 Sort PB’s Clips collection 
 Organizing the collection 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are the general categoriesWe will go into the numbers later in this report



 
Digitizing PB’s Idea Series 

 Standardized prep work 
system 
 3,540 pages prepped 

(7% of total) 
 5,011 pages proof-read 

 50,268 pages completed 
(10% of total) 

 Index of individuals 
mentioned or quoted by 
PB 
 Photograph of Kemmangundi verandah of 

bungalow where PB wrote ”The Quest of 
the Overself” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Over the past year, Tim and I have spent much of our time developing, improving, and implementing a prep work system to standardize our formatting of files as we digitize the material to a searchable form. Additionally, we have started compiling an index of individuals mentioned or quoted by PB in his writings, complete with biographical information, providing that information alongside its first appearance in each document. 



Proofreading Progress 

1) Scanned

2) Typed

3) First Round - Prepping and
proofreading

4) Second Round - Catch
final mistakes

5) Ready for distribution



Using metadata to navigate  
the digital collection 

 Searchable 
cross-reference 
document of 
names between 
the original 
writings, 
photographs, and 
correspondences  
 Currently 1000 

references 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
From the index we have been developing of individuals quoted or discussed by PB, who have sent or been mentioned in the correspondence, and who appear in the photographs, we are building a searchable cross-reference document of these individuals with information about their lives and work, their letters, and their photographs. Among these people referenced are artists, politicians, philosophers, royalty, musicians, writers, yogis, mystics, and many more. -Establish PB’s academic credits-Provide more depth of information on PB’s colleagues and acquaintances



PB’s personal library 

 48 books with rare or 
inaccessible material now 
photographed and typed 
 

 33 pairs of typed files and 
files of the photographed 
pages returned from 
Lapiz 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
PB’s personal library contains over 90 books that he arranged to have typed and bound, which he often annotated. From these books, we have had 48 books with selections that are rare or currently inaccessible, including articles, lectures, or complete books, photographed and typed by Lapiz, which will subsequently proofread and revised by us.  Presently, 33 files pairs have been returned to us



PB’s photographs 
 850 of an estimated 

1500 photographs 
inventoried  
 

 Information from and 
description of 
photographs 
inventoried 
 

 Photographs matched 
to negatives 
 

Photograph of PB on horseback 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Currently, we have inventoried 850 photos, which is more than 50% of the photo albums and other loose photographs we have on hand. In inventorying these photos, we have noted any information provided on the backs of the photographs and within each photo album, including any individuals appearing within each photograph. Additionally, as we have been inventorying each photograph, we have been matching them with our database of negatives, which currently contains about 800 files. Oftentimes a negative will provide additional information regarding the photograph, such as a subject or person captured in the image. For example, see the two images on the following slide, where the left image is from a photo album, and the right image is a negative on file. 



vs. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In this photograph, both PB and the complete description on the back of the photograph have been cropped out from the print



Correspondence 
 Readers’ Letters – a series 

of personal, fan, business, 
etc. correspondences 
 Typed and proofed about 

300 of 4500 pages 
 Other series of 

correspondences: 
 KTH Letters – letters 

exchanged between PB and 
his son, Kenneth, 1300 
pages 

 Clara Wagner Letters, 260 
pages Letter from Bruce Millholland 

asking PB to visit him at his 
hotel in Spain 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Among the collections of correspondences we have from PB’s archives are thousands of letters from readers, fans, and friends. We are in the process of typing these mostly handwritten letters in the same format at the typed Idea Series files. Currently, about 300 of 4500 scanned pages have been typed. Other correspondence series that are in the process of being typed are the letters exchanged between PB and his son Kenneth. A smaller collection of letters will be typed in the future.  



PB’s saved articles and clips 
 Preliminary sorting of all 

the secondary “clips” 
material 
 Sorted in PB’s 

categories, where 
appropriate, by interest 
level 

 Clips annotated by PB 
prioritized  

 Next: scanning the most 
interesting and relevant 
clips  
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Being such a widely read individual, PB saved many pamphlets and newspaper- and magazine- clippings, many of which are annotated with related or unrelated thoughts. The “Clips Project” spans more than 15 large, 12-16 gallon storage bins, or about 12 linear feet of material, with small fragments, whole newspapers, and everything in between. We have sorted these into PB’s 28 categories where appropriate, and separated them according to levels of archival interest 



Archival Task Force 
 Reconstituted a task force 

to find a permanent home 
for the PB Archives 

 5 members:  
 Tim Smith 
 Tom Marino 
 Michael Wakoff 
 Lydia Dempsey 
 Kim Gruver 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In the last few months, we have reconstituted a task force with the goal of securing a permanent physical and digital home for the PB Archives. Our goal is to locate an institution that is capable of both caring for the fragile physical archive, and supporting and making accessible the large digital archive, which includes all of the typed and scanned primary and secondary writings, the scanned and typed letters, the scanned and inventoried photographs, and all of the metadata the accompanies these files to facilitate their usage and maximize their usefulness. As we have in recent months learned that SOAS is not able to support the digital archive, we have extended our search outward, as we believe it is truly the future of PB’s legacy.



Maintaining the digital collection 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Additionally, we regularly dedicate some of time to preserving these digital file collections, through the use of backups on both external hard drives and DVDs



What’s next? 

 Proofreading – 10% complete 
 Photographs – 50% complete, with the 

additional goal of re-scanning individual 
photographs 

 Correspondences – 7% complete 
 Scanning and inventorying secondary 

documents  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As we’ve entered the second phase of the archiving process, there’s still quite a bit to do! With 10% of the proofreading completed, 50% of the photo inventory completed, 7% of the correspondence typed, and the time we need to dedicate to scanning and inventorying other secondary material like the Clips material, we still have a lot of work ahead of us to complete these large projects. 





How can PBPF continue to help? 

 A third full-time worker 
 More proofreaders 
 Typists for handwritten letters, or possibly a 

professional cursive typing service 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Katha and other timings, page 8, pie chart showing how far we’ve gotten with idea series files, approx column AA row 10 
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